Drum Major/Section Leader Packet

Jonesboro Band Program
2020
Welcome,

All student leaders are important and vital to the organization of this band.  You as an upperclassman must set the example for everyone else.  You can have a positive effect on the entire band by simply presenting your best.  Student leaders will be called upon to teach music, run warm-ups, organize rehearsals and sectionals, give individual instruction, and assist the director and staff on a daily basis.  Student leaders will serve as a link between the director and the rest of the band.  Words like musicianship, leadership, cooperation, communication, responsibility, intelligence, patience, and respect will be keys in your success as a leader in this band.

Please see the band website for further details.  


 www.jonesborommc.com 
The final aspect of the audition is a formal interview.  Questions will address leadership style, philosophy, and overall vision for this band program.
You may also be asked to perform certain scales to demonstrate your musicianship strength at the discretion of the interviewers. You will also be asked to direct the chorale, “All Pleasant Things”.
Qualities and Responsibilities of Student Leaders

Section Leader

Responsible for the organization and musical performance of the section. Strong skills in leadership, organization, musical ability, and teaching ability required. 

Drumline Leader
Responsible for the organization and musical performance of all percussionists, both marching battery and front ensemble. Strong skills in leadership, organization, musical ability, and teaching ability required. 

Doll/Flag Captain
Responsible for the organization and visual performance of the guard. Strong skills in leadership, organization, dance and equipment ability, and teaching ability required. 

Drum Major
The role of Drum Major at Jonesboro H.S. requires additional skills, such as fulfilling the duties and responsibilities comparable to an assistant band director and a staff member. These various roles will very likely encompass as much time as actual time spent conducting on the podium.
 
In addition to conducting, the following is a list of skills needed to be successful in this position: 
Music Rehearsal:  More than just “running” a musical segment, the drum major needs to be able to correct problems, address issues such as timing, articulation, phrasing, balance, blend, intonation, and accuracy, and be able to apply these concepts to individual sections as well as the full ensemble.
Marching Fundamentals: The drum major needs to be able to explain, teach, and correct the fundamentals associated with marching including posture, technique, and general movement.

Game Flow: An understanding of the game of football is essential. Knowing when to play, the appropriate selection to play, being aware of when to stop a song, etc…. is vital to the efficiency of game-day flow.
Administrative Tasks: Various tasks may be required including organizing sheet music and planning logistics, moving equipment, etc.
Recruitment and Public Relations: As one of the most visible units of the Majestic Marching Cardinals, the drum major must constantly present a positive image and realize that they are representing the Band Program as well as Jonesboro High School. This person will also be expected to help with recruiting new students, engaging with prospective freshmen and/or their parents.
Character: Not everyone will have positive remarks to share.  The drum major needs to be able to handle critique, even when people in or outside the band seem mean-spirited.  Responding with the appropriate professionalism is required at all times. 

2020-2021 Jonesboro High School 
Majestic Marching Cardinals
Student Leader Application

Name: __________________________________
Instrument: ___________________

Phone: _________________________  
Email: _____________________________
Grade level:  _________________
    Approx. GPA: _______
Days in ISS/OSS ___

Circle the position(s) you would like to fill:

Drum Major

Section Leader
Doll/Flag Captain

1. What characteristics make you a positive, capable leader?

2. Are you signed up for both semesters of band next year?  If not, what is the conflict?

3. On average, how much time did you spend per week practicing your instrument (outside of class and full band rehearsal) in the past year?

4. What awards, clinics, or other auditions have you participated in since beginning band?  What do you plan in auditioning for next year?

5. Would you be able and willing to attend a summer camp?

Please submit this form to
Mr. Lynel Goodwin
Director of Bands

Majestic Marching Cardinals
Jonesboro High School

Deadline is March 13, 2020
